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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


z= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N, Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


St. Andrew Daily Missal 


Use a Daily Missal at Mass, the official prayer of the Church. 
The saintly Pope Pius X advocated its use when he declared, 
“Pray the Mass." The St. Andrew Daily Missal is the most 
complete and popular of all missals. Write for Special Booklet, 
No. 100 C. M., describing the two new revised editions. 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO. 
413-417 Sibley St. Saint Paul, Minn. 


L ET one of these GLOLITE 
ELECTRIC ALTARS grace the 
sanctuary of your home. By 
means of an electric bulb placed 
beneath the altar, the twelve 
candles, the tabernacle door, the 
cross and the front panel are 
attractively illuminated. 

Length, 12 in.; width, 5 in.; height, 
to top of statue, 15 in. Choice of statue 
of: Sacred Heart, Blessed Virgin, Little 
Flower, Mother of Grace, St. Joseph, 
or St. Anthony. 


rowpaa $5.95 


BENEDICTINE CONVENT 
CLYDE, MISSOURI 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 


ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Worth While Premiums 


given for NEW subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” - 





For 1 NEW: Subscription 


UNTIL THE END OF JUNE we are offering TWO of the precious 
Scheyern Crosses as premium for ONE NEW subscription.: . Many 
striking favors have been obtained through the devout use of these 
little crosses. (Those who make use of the special Subscription rate 
of $2.00 for three years are entitled to only ONE cross.) 


For 2 NEW Subscriptions 
—— A handsome Sacred Heart 
Shield of French gray metal, 
about 4 in. in size, mounted in 
a neat folder. Around the cir- 
cular medallion of the Sacred 
Heart in relief. are the words: 
I will bless every place where 


a picture of My Heart shall be exposed and honored. A favorite use 
of this shield is.to. fasten it on the door frame, to ask the blessing of 
the Sacred Heart on all who enter or leave. Also a 64-page booklet 
entitled “Enthronement of the Sacred Heart” which explains the beau- 


tiful enthronement devotion. 


For 4 NEW Subscriptions 


The Blessed Virgin Library 
— nine edifying booklets pre- 
senting in an inspiring and 
appealing manner the venera- 
tion of Our Blessed Mother, 
and containing many prayers 
in her honor. 





For 5 NEW Subscriptions 


The Golden Book — a complete prayer-book devoted to the Blessed 
Virgin in the spirit. of Blessed De Montfort;. it contains also prayers 
for the sick and dying. Bound in American Morocco leather, red 
burnished edge, stamped in gold on front and backbone of cover. 
3%x5% in. 543 pages. Gold edges for eight new subscriptions. 


(Please mention premium desired) 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Mary, Queen of May 


During the beautiful month of May, heaven and earth unite in singing the praises 
of Mary. Even inanimate nature seems to unite in her praise 
by decking itself in springtime beauty. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 





Vol. 34 May, 1938 No. 1 





Thanksgiving for Mary 





W NCE again the cycle of the seasons brings us to the 
| beauteous month of May, so fittingly dedicated to our 
Heavenly Mother under the title, Mary, Queen of the 
May. During this month, the faithful children of Mary 
delight to adorn her earthly shrines with the fair blos- 
soms of spring, to sing songs in her praise, to pay 
the homage which loving children rejoice to pay to the 
fairest of Mothers. 

How many there are among Catholics who love Mary, and yet, 
how few think of offering her the too-often neglected duty of thanks- 
giving! Many devout souls pray to her and make pilgrimages to her 
venerated shrines, there to give thanks for the favors they have received ; 
but they give thanks for themselves and not for her, for their own 
gifts and not for the gifts that Mary herself has received. Yet she 
is our true Mother, and the Mother’s happiness should be that of her 
children also. If one who loves is gladdened by the virtues and graces 
of the beloved one, how much more should we, who love Mary, rejoice 
in her beauty, her greatness, her holiness! 











Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Lift up your eyes, Christian soul, and behold in heaven that 
sublime creature who fills the heavenly court and God Himself with 
rapture at the sight of her beauty. See how she reigns there, seated 
at the right hand of the King of Glory! She is, in truth, the Queen 
of heaven. 

Rejoice, O my soul, for she is your Mother! Her kingdom extends 
even down to earth, for she is, for each one of us, a Queen of love, 
sweetness and kindness. O Christian soul, sing a hymn of thanks- 
giving at the thought of your Mother’s bliss, and sing it all the days 
of your life! 

Let us love Mary who is so worthy of our love! She is the Cause 
of our Joy! She has given us Jesus, and on Calvary she sacrificed 
her beloved Son for our sakes. Let us return her motherly love by. 
one full of childlike devotion. Since the Mass is the renewal of the 
Sacrifice of Calvary, let us give Mary the share that is hers of glory 
and of gratitude, at every Mass at which we have the privilege of 
assisting. 


Our Best Means of Gladdening Mary’s Heart 


St. Alphonsus Liguori says: “Without doubt, the Holy Sacrifice 
may not be offered save to God alone, and it is offered the more 
specially to proclaim His sovereign rule over all; yet this need not 
hinder us from offering it, as the Council of Trent says, to thank God 
for. the graces He has granted to His saints and to His most holy 
Mother, that, by being thus mindful of them, we may obtain their 
intercession with Him.” Hence it is that in one of the prayers of the 
Mass we ask “that it may serve for the glory of the saints and for our 
salvation.” 

We need not fear, then, to multiply our intentions. We can hear 
Holy Mass for the greater glory of God, the greater joy of Mary, in 
honor of the angels and saints, for our own salvation, and for the 
Church, both Militant and Suffering. As the Sacrifice of the Mass is 
the greatest joy of the Mother of God and of the saints, and as we 
cannot please them better than by offering Holy Mass to the Blessed 
Trinity in their name and in gratitude for the graces they have received, 
let us give this joy to our Mother and not assist at a single Mass 
without offering it as a thanksgiving for Mary. After the Elevation, 
we may say this short prayer: Eternal Father, I offer Thee through the 
Sacred Heart of Thy Son, thanksgiving for all the favors and privileges 
that Mary has received from Thee. 

What could be easier, and yet greater or more sublime? For 
through the Heart of Jesus we render to God as much as He has given 
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to us, since the good that we give to Him is truly infinite. Thus we 
are able to fulfil the duty of gratitude in all its perfection. 

We are urged to this duty of thanksgiving by our love of Mary, 
but we must remember how pleasing such an act is to Our Lord, for 
He promised to St. Gertrude that whoever, even though a sinner, should 
give thanks for His Mother, would not come to the end of his life 
without being led either to conversion or to greater holiness, so that 
his heart would be made more worthy for God to dwell therein. What 
gifts will He not grant when it is a question of His Mother whom He 
loves unspeakably more than the most glorious angels and saints! 

Let us see how pleasing this homage is to Mary herself. One day, 
when St. Gertrude had offered thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity for the 
graces granted to Mary, the Blessed Virgin, in return, besought the 
Holy Trinity to pour down on the saint as much grace as man is able 
to receive. Indeed, who can measure the graces which the sweetest of 
Mothers will pour forth upon those souls who give thanks for her! 
she who is never outdone in generosity... she who bestows all 
heavenly gifts and renders a hundredfold for all we give to her! 


Perfect Thanksgiving through Jesus 

O Mary, at the thought of thy happiness and glorious prerogatives, 
we repeat again and again with thee and for thee: “Magnificat anima 
mea Dominum — My soul doth magnify the Lord.” But true love is 
not satisfied with admiring the gifts received by the beloved; it is not 
content until it has thanked him from whom they come. So thy loving 
children, O Mary, will sing their hymn of thanksgiving for thee joy- 
fully, knowing that all the united songs of love and praise of the 
heavenly choirs is but little to compare with the thanksgiving offered 
through the Sacred Heart of Jesus, thy Son. This is the sweetest of 
all melodies to thee, so thy children, who love thee, will strive their 
utmost to add to the number of those souls who surround thee with 
a rampart of loving and grateful hearts. St. Alphonsus tells us that 
the only thing thou canst not sufficiently perform is to give thanks; 
therefore, thy children long to join with thee in singing this hymn 
of gratitude. 

The best place for us, thy children, to find shelter is under our 
Mother’s mantle; those who are nearest thy Heart receive the tenderest 
caresses. How well we understand that the better part, here and in 
heaven, is reserved for those whom thou dost love. One day, O dearest 
Mother, we hope to occupy those places in heaven which thou hast 
chosen for us, there to unite our voices with thine in a hymn of eternal 
thanksgiving. 
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In His Footsteps 





|N THE 26th of this month, Holy Church celebrates the 
joyful solemnity of the Ascension of Our Lord into 
heaven. Forgetting the sorrows and cares of this life, 
let us on this feast enter into the joyful sentiments 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus when, returning to His 
heavenly home, He was seated in His glorified humanity 
at the right hand of His Father and received the exultant homage of 
all the heavenly hierarchies. Yes, truly ought we to turn our affections 
and our attention toward heaven on this happy day, and consider that 
home of unending bliss which awaits us at the end of our earthly 
pilgrimage. With ardent desire we should long for our heavenly home, 
and strive to make ourselves worthy of it by seeking to divest ourselves 
of earthly affections and to purify ourselves more and more by 
crucifying the flesh with its vices and concupiscenses, as the apostle 
admonishes (Gal. v. 24). 

Christian piety has memorialized the glorious event of Our Savior’s 
ascension by erecting upon Mt. Olivet a basilica over the site from 
which He is believed to have risen from the earth. Here in an oratory 
is enshrined the very stone on which Christ is said to have stood at 
the moment of His departure, and which still bears the imprint of 
one of His sacred feet.* How significant for us are these blessed 
foot-prints! By them Our Savior would wish to teach us that the only 
true way for us to attain to Him in heaven is to have His footprints 
ever before our eyes, and to walk faithfully in them by a diligent 
imitation of His most holy life. 

Although Our Savior was the perfect model of every virtue, He 
gave Himself to us particularly as a pattern of perfect charity. His 
whole life was a continual exercise of Divine charity. From the first 
moment of His conception till His last breath on the Cross, His Soul 
was ever employed in loving His Heavenly Father and in submitting 
Himself to His Father’s will. And for the love of His Father, and 
because it was His Father’s will, He dedicated His whole life also to 
the love of us, ever thinking of-us, praying for us, and laboring for 
our eternal salvation, until at last He laid down His life for us. 

But the exercise of His boundless love for us did not cease even 
with death. Not content with suffering and dying for love of us, He 
carried His love for us beyond the bonds of death in an admirable 
legacy of love which He bequeathed to us the night before His Passion. 








*Mohammedan vandals destroyed the other imprint. 
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By means of this sacred legacy, He remains with us always in the Divine 
Mysteries, even to the end of the world. Here He sacrifices Himself for 
us anew each day in a mystical manner on countless altars. Here He 
feeds our souls with His precious Body and Blood. Here He unites 
us to Himself in such a marvelous manner that He abides in us ard 
we in Him. Here He is a perpetual source of grace,’of love, and of 
true life to our souls. Here He communicates Himself to us as ‘a 


yj 


A 











heavenly manna for our support during our earthly pilgrimage, till 
He brings us at last to the true “land of promise,’ where He will 
lovingly give Himself to us for all eternity. 

If we wish to follow in the footsteps of Our Savior, shall not His 
example of boundless charity oblige us to dedicate ourselves also to 
the practice of this Divine virtue with our whole souls? Oh, let us 
keep always before our eyes Jesus, the perfect pattern of love, that we 
may learn from Him how to love both God and our neighbor. 











Mary, Mother of Mankind 





ITH Mary’s beautiful month of May, the month of smiling 
skies and budding flowers, comes a day set aside in a 
special manner to pay homage to the mothers of man- 
kind. It is the day commonly known as “Mother’s 
Day,” when, as if by mutual instinct, the children of 
men unite in an effort to gladden the hearts of their 
mothers and to renew again that bond of affection and 
devotion so sacred and pure, which God has implanted 
in their hearts. 

What a depth of meaning lies in the word mother! It is a symbol 
of all that is good; it holds a balm for every wound. It is the life 
of the young, the guiding star of manhood, the joy of old age. Therein, 
above and before all else, lies the mighty and magnetic power of 
Christian womanhood. And if there is any word in the English lan- 
guage which should be associated with “mother,” it is “home.” For 
it is within the home world, the family circle, that the mother’s 
influence is felt and needed most. There, too, her power is most far- 
reaching. It is in the home that the mother shapes the destinies of men, 
and likewise of nations, for it has been truly said that “the hand that 
rocks the cradle rules the world.” 

If we wish to find the source of this far-reaching power, we must 
go back in thought to the very dawn of Christianity. There, on the 
threshold of the Christian centuries, we gaze upon a woman who in a 
more sublime and eminent degree has received honor and glorification, 
far greater than any creature before or after her. This woman is 
Mary, the Mother of God, and the common spiritual mother of us all. 
When Christ came into this world, He chose a woman for His Mother. 
He made her the most sublime and exalted of His creatures in heaven 
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and on earth, and for her sake and through her, He raised up woman 
from the degradation of paganism and made her the equal and partner 
of her husband. 

In 1930, our present Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, gave joy to the 
Catholic world by instituting a feast in honor of Mary, Mother of 
Mankind, to be celebrated each year on the second Sunday of May,. 
coinciding with Mother’s Day. Thus did he ennoble and sanctify the 
tribute we pay to our earthly mothers by combining it with the venera- 
tion of our Heavenly Mother. 


Saturday — Mary’s Day 


Many devout persons also pay special homage to the Blessed 
Mother each year, through public demonstrations, on the day before 
Mother’s Day, on Saturday, the day of the week set aside by the Church 
to honor Mary. For years, this idea has been fostered and developed 
by a group of Catholic women organized under the title of the Mary’s 
Day Committee, whose activities have received the special blessing of 
His Holiness, Pius XI, as well as that of the hierarchy of this and other 
countries. It is the aim of this committee to interest the young people 
in our schools, from the first grade through college, to dedicate every 
Saturday throughout the year to the Blessed Mother. In our times, 
Saturday has become a fashionable day for parties, weddings, dances, 
etc., which often carry over until Sunday morning. Refreshments are 
usually served after midnight, so that thousands of Sunday Communions 
are prevented. If, however, the young people have observed Saturday 
as a day truly consecrated to the Holy Virgin, through the spiritualiz- 
ing of her day, they will be better disposed and enabled to keep holy 
also the Lord’s Day. 

The public celebration of Mary’s Day this year will take place 
on Saturday, May 7th. All who wish to unite in the homage of love 
to the Blessed Virgin may do so by fulfilling the three simple require- 
ments of attendance at Holy Mass’ and the reception of Holy 
Communion; wearing the Miraculous Medal visibly throughout the 
day; and making an offering called “Mary's Mite” to some worthy 
charity. 

Aside from the annual public demonstrations in honor of Mary, 
Mother of Mankind, on the Saturday before Mother’s Day, it is the hope 
of the committee to encourage the widespread devotion to Mary, and 
especially the dedication of every Saturday of the year to her honor. 
As a means to this end, they have drawn up the following points for 
special observation by those who wish to honor the Blessed Mother 
in this manner:— 
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“In Mary’s honor, I will try, with the help of Jesus: to attend 
Mass and receive Holy Communion on each Saturday (Mary’s Day) ; 
to rejoice the Heart of Mary by truthfulness, honesty and reverence 
for all things holy; to delight Mary Immaculate by modesty in dress 
and deportment; to give joy to Mary, Mother of Mankind, by conform- 
ing my life to her Son’s Golden Rule of doing unto others as I would 
have them do unto me, and His special commandment: ‘Love one 
another.’ Further, I will prove my trust in Jesus and Mary by living 
as one who truly believes in Christ’s promise: ‘Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and all (needful) things shall be added unto you.’ 
To give generously to Church and charity. To assist in the establish- 
ment of Christ’s kingdom by reciting daily when possible: one Hail 
Mary for the Pope’s intention; one Hail Mary for the conversion of 
communists, and one Hail Mary for the growth of the Mary’s Day 
movement. I shall also wear the Miraculous Medal visibly suspended 
about my neck. I shall try to erect a shrine to Mary, Mother of 
Mankind, in my home and in my heart.” The following invocations 
are suggested for recitation on Mary’s Day and every day: — 

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse 
to thee. 

Mary, Mother of Mankind, pray for thy children. We trust in thee. 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, I implore, make me love Thee ever more 
and more. 

Jesus, meek and humble of Heart, make my heart like unto Thine. 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph. 

The practice of devoting every Saturday to the honor of our 
Heavenly Mother has now become widespread, and the honoring of 
Mary under her beautiful title of Mother of Mankind more generally 
known. Two churches have already been built and dedicated to her 
under that title; a convent in Paris, France, has been so named by 
the Cardinal Archbishop of Paris, and four shrines within the United 
States have been erected to honor Mary, Mother of Mankind. 


ole tee 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 


Pentecost — the glorious festival of the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Church — is drawing near. Likewise, a private ‘‘Pentecost’’ 
is drawing near for many children and grown-ups, the happy day on 
which they will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Our booklet, 
entitled as above, will be helpful in preparing for this happy feast by 
its inspiring thoughts and many beautiful prayers in honor of the Holy 
Spirit. 10¢ each; reduction for quantities; postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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In the School of Merciful Love* 


Continued 





OME souls in purgatory are, as it were, surrounded by 
a hard, almost impenetrable covering; it is the covering 
in which they have wrapped themselves during life — 
the spirit of selfishness, the too great care for self and 
the world. They are the souls who while they lived 
on earth seldom sought to know whether their lives were 
pleasing to God, who, without fear, presumed all in 
their conduct to be good and right; the people who, 
though they went to church, prayed and did good works, nevertheless 
allowed a “crust” to form around their souls, because they performed 
all their actions without love, without fear of God, and stifled their 
consciences by the fulfilment of exterior works. Of such souls there 
are many in purgatory, and the full realization of the faults committed 
during life comes only gradually; little by little the Divine light has 
to break the soul’s covering and awaken it from sleep. 

There are in purgatory many persons who during life possessed 
great knowledge, who were famous, who accomplished much good for 
mankind, but as it was done from ambitious motives, they became 
steeped in the spirit of the world, thus living in great independence, 
without union with their Divine Master. Such souls enter eternity 
“in the greatest ignorance; on earth they were versed in all things, but 
of heavenly wisdom they knew nothing, for it is only to little ones that 
the Divine mysteries are revealed. These souls must remain in purga- 
tory until they are delivered from self, until they awake from sleep, 
until they lose the stupor of their own ego. They lie like dead in their 
covering until the eternal light has penetrated them, cleansed them 
more and more, until they become susceptible to prayers, Holy Masses 
and good works offered for them. They only gradually find they have 
need of God — during life they needed Him so little — but as soon 
as they awaken to knowledge and contrition they become happy. 

Those souls, too, have to suffer much in purgatory who on earth 
were pious through human respect, who wished to become holy accord- 
ing to their self-will and self-love. There are souls in purgatory who 
have deceived their confessors, whose motive was not so much the 
serving of God as their own honor, the pleasure they took in being 
good. There are souls there who were pious during life, but not 
humble, who would not acknowledge their faults, who consciously 
~~ *Taken from the booklet “Das Geheimnis des Fegfeuers,’’ pub- 
lished by ‘‘Ars Sacra,’’ Munich. 
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convinced themselves they were on the best way, who performed pious 
exercises and acts of penance out of proud imitation of the saints, not 
from humility and contrition. During life, there is so much imitation 
which is hardly discernible from the true and genuine; but God is not 
deceived, and eternity will reveal all that has been false. 

There are souls in purgatory who during life constantly viewed 
their sacrifices and penances as in a looking glass; who did many 
great things, but neglected the small and important duties. Yes, such 
souls are deep in the flames of purgatory because their lives were a 
lie. Oh, how Eternal Truth has to burn and punish them! With these 
souls God is displeased, and they are made to feel the greatest torture, 
but it takes very much before they become contrite, until the proud 
ego can humble itself, until it is dissolved in merciful love and lives 
no longer in self, but in Jesus. 

Ah, yes, in purgatory I have learned what it means to be prudent 
during life. I no longer look now for big things in a soul, only for 
the little things, the simple. And I also learned to be little and simple. 
Alas for those souls who have deceived others during life by a false 
piety; no one prays for them after death because they were considered 
pious. A soul, no matter how pious she may be, and should she 
perform all the works of a saint, yet if she is not contrite and humble, 
even her virtues become faults. Yes, I learned in purgatory that even 
the virtues have to be purified. How often there are virtues that are 
not true, especially if they lack the light of the Holy Spirit and are 
only natural, Virtues are pure only when they are also prudent, when 
they are not one-sided, and when they come from humility of heart 
and from love. Even when practicing virtue one must not do it for 
oneself. Yes, even our virtues may have many faults clinging to them. 

During life it is necessary to look up to God again and again 
and pray: “O Lord, help me so that I may do this in the right way.” 
No one is so certain of the help and mercy of God as that soul who 
is distrustful of herself. No one can be as calm and quiet as the soul 
who is contrite and full of trustful fear, doing all to please God. The 
trustful, anxious care to do all things as Jesus wishes them to be done 
makes the soul pure. Only in Jesus, only in trust in Him, can the soul 
be secure and quiet. Thus does Jesus show us the way to a good will, 
to contrition and to surrender. How well He teaches the soul to be 
hard on itself here rather than in the life beyond! To be continued 

REMARK — Here we wish to remark that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the years 1634 and 
1641, in so far as the Church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. , 
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One of God’s Joy-Bearers 


(Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B.) 
Continued 





1 OME years after her entrance into the convent, Sister 
Mary Fortunata was entrusted with the charge of the 
infirmary. One night, on going to the pharmacy with 
another Sister for some medicine, she was surprised 
and terrified to find that it had been invaded by burglars. 
Though the latter made a hasty exit without molesting 
the religious, the two Sisters were paralyzed with fear. 
Sister Mary Fortunata in particular suffered a severe 
nervous shock, and in consequence became seriously ill. The last 
sacraments were administered to her, and death seemed near. 

The Mother Abbess, grieved at the thought of losing so young and 
useful a member of the community, had recourse to supernatural means. 
A miraculous picture of the Blessed Virgin was brought to the sick 
room, and the suffering Sister was urged to pray for her recovery. 
Obedient to the wishes gf her superior, Sister Mary Fortunata invoked 
the aid of Mary, and in a few days was well enough to leave the 
infirmary. However, she never regained her former strength, and 
during the remainder of her life was afflicted with disorders of the heart 
and liver. In consequence, her faithful labors now received the added 
merit of suffering and self-denial. 

As is natural in a large monastic family, composed of persons 
of widely different characters and dispositions, Sister Mary Fortunata 
often felt the little pricks of misunderstanding and difference of opin- 
ion. This, however, only urged her the more to the practice of charity, 
and afforded opportunities of raising her virtue to a heroic degree. 
Broad-minded and generous-hearted as she was, the servant of God 
extended her sisterly love and maternal solicitude to all the members 
of the community. These beautiful traits manifested themselves more 
and more as she grew older and the burden of responsibility was laid 
upon her. Prompted by supernatural motives, she frequently offered 
well-meant advices and motherly suggestions, but these did not always 
meet with a willing and grateful response. Some of the younger 
members of the community, unable to appreciate the great virtue and 
supernatural charity of their sister, often failed to accept her admoni- 
tions in the spirit of reverence and submission which they deserved. 
They even went so far as to utter little jests about her piety. The 
servant of God, however, received these with a gentle smile, and avenged 
herself upon the offenders by treating them with increased love. 
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Her Charity was All-Embracing 


But the ardor of Sister Mary Fortunata’s love was not limited to 
the Convent of St. Mary’s; it extended far beyond its walls, to souls 
far and near. This spirit of charity manifested itself particularly in 
the power of her prayers for all who were in need of prayer. Ever 
uppermost in her mind was the Vicar of Christ. “Lord,” she would 
often say, “shorten my useless life; prolong the life of the Holy Father, 
for he must govern the Church.” Constantly she prayed and interceded 
for the hierarchy and the clergy. “Do not permit them to celebrate 
unworthily,” she pleaded; “let them grow in sanctity and perfection. 
Strengthen them in their work for the salvation of immortal souls.” 
Daily she recommended to St. Benedict all his sons and daughters. 

For the missionaries she offered up her daily hardships and her 
labors, that “all souls might be sprinkled with the Blood of Jesus 
Christ for their salvation.” Her prayers went out to the infidels, that 
they might be converted and know and love the Name of Our Savior. 
Many times each day she offered up the Precious Blood of Our Lord 
to the Heavenly Father for the conversion of all sinners. For this 
intention, and as an act of reparation, she often repeated the “Gloria 
Patri.” In a similar manner she daily remembered those in prison, 
that in the spirit of a holy resignation they might be reconciled to 
their fate. 

Clad in her poor, light habit she often shivered from cold in 
winter. This suffering she offered up for the benefit of the poor, that 
they might not have to suffer the hardships of winter. Her charity 
likewise embraced the poor souls in purgatory. In a word, there was 
no cross and no affliction among all states and conditions of life to 
which her loving heart did not turn with true sympathy and whole- 
hearted compassion. It was this unbounded faith and love for her 
neighbor which prompted her to utter on her deathbed these significant 


words: When I am in heaven, I shall go on helping my fellow creatures. 
To be continued 


ehopope 


Recent Favors 


Kansas City, Mo. ‘Enclosed please find $1.00, for which please have a 
Mass said for the poor souls in honor of Sister Mary Fortunata. I have made 
novenas to her and her answers have been miraculous.” H. T., March, 1938 


Nutley, N. J. “Recently when ill I prayed to Sister Mary Fortunata to 
intercede for me, and promised if I got a favorable answer to tests the doctor 
made I would let you know in thanksgiving. I am very thankful to God and 
to Sr. Fortunata for the favorable answer I received, and am hoping through 
her intercession, God will be pleased to restore my health.” M. C., Feb. 1938. 
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A Catholic Celebration in a Catholic Land 





7 UNGARY, one of the old Catholic nations in the world, 
| barrier in centuries past to pagan hordes from the East 
who sought the destruction of the Catholic Faith, will 
this year be host to a vast number of pilgrims from all 
parts of the world during the Thirty-fourth International 
Eucharistic Congress, to be held from May 25th to 30th. 
The ancient and beautiful city of Budapest will be 
thrown open to the hosts of devout pilgrims of many 
nations, while the Hungarians, famous over the world for their hospi- 
tality, will vie with one another to make their Catholic brethren from 
far lands feel at home. 

Among the most impressive events of the Budapest Congress will 
be the three stupendous general Holy Communions planned. The 
Committee is well aware that many hundred thousand pilgrims will 
be present at the Congress and all will want to partake of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Communion. The Committee has solved the difficult 
problem of these general Communions by dividing them into three 
groups. First, on May 26th, Ascension Day, several hundred thousand 
children will partake of the Bread of Life, and the procession of white 
clad boys and girls will be a truly impressive sight. On the next day, 
Friday, the 27th, a Military Mass will be celebrated and the Hungarian 
Army will participate in a general Holy Communion. Thirty-five 
thousand officers and men and as many gendarmes and civil guards, 
in the glittering uniforms of their regiments, will march in solid ranks 
to receive Holy Communion. At none of the Eucharistic Congresses 
previous to this one has such an event taken place, and, while a general 
Communion is not a novelty to the Hungarian army, whose religious 
instruction is excellently carried out and who participate in general 
religious exercises once a year, yet for the many visitors it will be an 
imposing sight and it is hoped may serve as an example to other lands. 
Thus will Hungary declare her Catholicity to the world. 

On Saturday, the 28th, will take place one of the most impressive 
ceremonies of the Congress — the midnight vigil of the men, the all- 
night adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, exposed on the high 
altar in one of the great squares of Budapest. The exercises will begin 
at ten o’clock in the evening and will continue to midnight, after which 
will follow the all-night adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Under the stars of Hungary, a silent army of men of many nations 
will kneel and pray in peace, while the world about them is torn by 
strife and conflict. On the morning of May 29th, tens of thousands 
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of men from every country in the world will receive Holy Communion. 

But perhaps the most beautiful event of the Congress will be the 
procession of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Floating majestically down 
the historic “blue Danube,” a brilliantly illuminated float will bear the 
Eucharistic King through the midst of the city of Budapest, while the 
pilgrims, bearing lighted candles, will throng the shores of the river 
on both sides. Thus will the King of Love be borne in triumph through 
the midst of His devoted children, and it is the hope of many that His 
Divine Heart will be consoled and appeased for the insults and the 
ingratitude of entire nations. 

On May 29th, the Congress will come to an official close with the 
message expected from His Holiness, Pius XI, solemn Benediction, and 
the Te Deum chanted in thanksgiving for all the graces and blessings 
of the Congress. 

On May 30th, the uncorrupted hand of St. Stephen, canonized King 
of Hungary, and founder of the Faith in that ancient land, will be 
carried in a gorgeous procession through the streets on the fete which 
marks the ninth centenary of his passing. This right hand of Hungary’s 
first constitutional ruler, with which he lavished so many blessings 
on his people, has been miraculously preserved during nine centuries, 
and will be shown as one of the nation’s most treasured possessions. 

Thus will come to a close the 34th International Eucharistic 
Congress, which it is earnestly hoped will prove to be an inspiring 
manifestation of the Catholic Faith, and especially of the belief in 
the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. For 
Eucharistic Congresses are festivals of the Catholic Church for the 
glorification of the Most Blessed Sacrament,— days of holy joy for 
the wealth of blessings flowing from this Sacrament, days of instruc- 
tion and encouragement to the devout and zealous use of this Fountain 
of Grace, days of earnest admonition to insure to oneself the hope 
and right to eternal life through this Sacrament. Especially in our 
times is this strengthening influence needed, when the sublime principle 
of the Eucharist is derided, the communion of God and man, yes, 
even the very existence of God and His fatherly love are denied. 
Therefore, a World Eucharistic Congress today is not only a world 
atonement to our Eucharistic God, but at the same time a world 
protest, supplication and remonstrance; a mighty expression of faith 
and a mighty denial of godlessness. There is every hope that the 
Budapest Congress will fulfil all these ends both in zeal and expiation, 
and that it will serve as a holy and forceful protest against the evil 
forces now at large in the world. The Preparatory Committee addresses 
the following request to all the Catholic parishes of the world: that 
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May 29th be a Day of General Communion, and that all who wish 
to participate in the spirit and work of the Congress, should partake 
of Holy Communion at the same time as the participants of the 
Congress in Budapest, and offer up their expiation for the sins of 
the world. It is hoped that this appeal will meet with a universal 
response. A plenary indulgence may be gained by all who, uniting 
in spirit with the Congress, receive Holy Communion on the day of 
the solemn procession. 


Eighth National Eucharistic Congress 


In our own country, earnest preparations are being made for the 
Eighth National Eucharistic Congress to be held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, from October 17th to 21st. During the Congress, the Sacred 
Host will be exposed in a costly and beautiful monstrance, for which 
the committee have been collecting jewelry for many weeks, the 
response to their appeals having been most touching and inspiring. 
Catholics are urged to pray for the success of this Congress, that it 
may usher in for our country a new era of spiritual life, a new impulse 
for a more virile, ardent, practical Catholicity, a new reign of grace 
and heavenly charity. 

mbopope 


The Holy Father’s Mission Intention 





EALIZING as he does that the missionaries in the great, 
uncultivated mission fields need spiritual even as much 
as material assistance, His Holiness, Pius XI, has pleaded 
for a crusade of prayer for the successful carrying out 
of the mission work in the various countries which are 
“ripe for the harvest.” He has established the so-called 
“Monthly Mission Intention” to solicit the prayers of 
his faithful children for the evangelization of pagan 
countries. The Mission Intention for May is reserved for the younger 

members of his flock, urging them to offer special prayers for the 
missions, for the conversion of the heathen to the true Faith. How 
necessary this crusade of prayer is may be judged from the following 

words of the Holy Father: “Even though the missionaries labor zeal- 
ously; though they work and toil and even lay down their lives; 
though they employ all industry and diligence and all human means, 
still all this shall be of no avail, all their efforts shall go to naught, 
unless God touches the hearts of the pagans to soften them and draw 
them to Him. Now it is easy to see that everyone has the opportunity 











18 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


to pray, and so this help, the very nourishment of the missions, is 
within the power of all to supply.” 

For May, the Holy Father urges particularly that the children be 
invited and encouraged to pray for the missions. He realizes that the 
young people of today will be the leaders of the next generation, into 
whose hands must pass the standard which heralds the possible realiza- 
tion of Christ’s own command to “teach all nations.” It is his belief 
that if the tender minds of young children are thoroughly imbued with 
the missionary spirit, with the need of prayers for the missionaries, 
that, once having acquired the habit of thinking of and praying for 
the missions, automatically they will grow io love the missions. And 
this love may lead in time to many vocations for the mission fields, 
as the Holy Father very beautifully says: “Such a practice (of praying 
for the missions) leads the tender-hearted young, who have been 
accustomed to pray for the eternal salvation of pagans from the mo- 
ment that the flower of charity first began to bud in their young hearts, 
may, with the help of God, receive a vocation for the apostolate, a 
vocation, which, if cultivated with care, may perhaps in time supply 
capable workers for the missionary field.” 

The enthusiasm of youth brings with it a deep admiration for 
the deeds of bravery performed by the men and women of all ages 
and climes. Perhaps it is this craving for valor which today fills so 
many of our motion picture houses, where the minds and imaginations 
of our young people are filled with the wrong type of nourishment for 
their love of bravery. If they are given some detailed instructions 
in the schoolroom concerning the deeds of bravery of even the most 
unassuming of missionaries, they will soon understand that the voca- 
tion of the missionary entails deeds of bravery which make the “thrills” 
of ordinary people pale into insignificance. Yet, the Holy Father 
realizes that all are not called to take an active part in the missionary 
apostolate. Therefore, he summarizes his teaching in the following 
points: If one wishes to help in the work of evangelization — pray 
for the missions; if one wishes to become a part of the Redeemer’s 
law of charity — love the missions and contribute to their support; 
if one wishes to become a twentieth century soldier of Christ — go 
to the missions. 

It is to student missionary activities that the Holy Father looks 
to prompt tlie Catholic youth of America to become interested in the 
nation wide program of the Catholic Mission Crusade. Prayer, work 
and sacrifice for the missions on the part of our students will bring 
about a realization of the Holy Father’s Mission Intention: That the 
students of Catholic schools may be taught about the missions. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
The Apostles’ Creed 


Tuirp ARTICLE 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary 


Continued 


Immediate Preparations for the Messiah 


less experienced great confusion at being waited upon and served by 
her whom he knew to be the sovereign Queen of angels and men. 
But Mary, as we may suppose, in her humility besought her spouse 
to allow her to continue to serve him as before, and Joseph at length 
yielded to her wishes, recognizing therein the holy will of God. Of 
those happy months in the seclusion of their little home in Nazareth, 
Holy Scripture tells nothing, leaving to our imagination the heights 
of joy and Divine contemplation to which they must have been 
raised. So the months passed, and the hour for the birth of the 
Son of God drew nigh. Already had Mary’s blessed hands prepared the swaddling 
clothes in which she was to envelop the Infant God; and St. Joseph, we cannot 
doubt, had lovingly fashioned the cradle in which He was to repose. 

Long years before, the Prophet Micheas had foretold: ‘‘And thou, Bethlehem 
Ephrata, art a little one among the thousands of Juda: out of thee shall He come 
forth unto Me that is to be the ruler in Israel’’ (v. 2). Though Mary and Joseph 
were without doubt fully aware of this prophecy, they remained on at Nazareth, 
without disquietude, leaving all in the hands of Almighty God. And God, who 
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disposes human events for the accomplishment of His Divine designs, 
brought about the fulfilment of this word by an edict of the Roman 
Emperor, Caesar Augustus, that ‘“‘the whole world should be enrolled’”’ 
(Luke ii. 1). Whatever selfish motives may have prompted the 
Emperor to issue this decree, he was, unknown to himself, serving the 
secret designs of Him who was his Lord as well as the Lord of all the 
millions who were to be enrolled as his subjects. 

Being of the house and family of David, Mary and Joseph were 
obliged to repair to Bethlehem, the city of David, to have their names 
inscribed. Thus were the words of the prophecy to be literally accom- 
plished, and at the same time, as St. Thomas has pointed out, the 
birth of Jesus was to be established as a fact beyond doubt or question; 
for His Divine Name also was registered in the tables of the Roman 
census, as affirmed by St. John Chrysostom. 

However great the hardships imposed upon them by this imperial 
decree, Mary and Joseph certainly assented cheerfully and whole- 
heartedly, recognizing it as an expression of the Divine will in their 
regard. Without delay they set out on their journey, taking with them 
such simple provisions as would be needful on the way. The same 
lowly little creature which had served Mary as a conveyance on her 
journey to her cousin Elizabeth was now permitted once more to bear 
the King and the Queen of the universe, and was destined to recognize 
its Divine Master in the crib and to render Him its lowly homage. 

Carrying with them all the riches of heaven and earth, Mary and 
Joseph traveled in the garb of poverty. The five days which the 
journey is believed to have consumed must have been days of privation, 
fatigue and discomfort of every kind; but good St. Joseph drew courage 
from the thought of the hospitality he expected to receive at the 
journey’s end, and tried to comfort his holy Spouse with the assurance 
of a kind reception by relatives or friends. 

But alas! how different was their reception from that which they 
had anticipated! Finding, as the evangelist tells us, that “there was 
no room for them in the inn” (Luke ii. 7), they went from door to 
door, seeking a lodging. Mary of Agreda tells us in her revelations 
that they went to no fewer than fifty houses, meeting everywhere the 
same repulsion and cold indifference which it is the lot of the poor so 
often to experience. Fatigued and exposed to the chilling December 
blast, Mary nevertheless preserved her sweet serenity and patience, 
committing herself without reserve to the guidance of her spouse. 
And the soul of St. Joseph must have been filled with an anguish no 
words can tell, when at length, being obliged to give up the search, 
he escorted his blessed Spouse to an abandoned cave with which he was 
familiar, just outside the city. In the impenetrable designs of God, 
this miserable and abject abode was to serve as a royal palace for the 
King of kings, and was to be the scene of an event unparalleled in the 
world’s history. 


The Savior’s Birth 
In the absence of details in the Gospel account of the birth of 
Our Savior, we have recourse to the touching picture presented by the 
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Venerable Mary of Agreda in a vision vouchsafed to her, remembering, 
however, that private revelations of this kind are, according to. the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII, entitled only to human credence. According 
to her narrative, the two holy pilgrims sank upon their knees in the 
little grotto, giving thanks to God with tears of gratitude for having 
provided this shelter for them, and for having led them to this blessed 
solitude. They began at once to clean the cave, and the holy angels 
came to their assistance, illuminating the cave with heavenly light 
and filling it with sweetest fragrance. Sitting beside the fire which 
St. Joseph had kindled, they then partook of the frugal viands which 
they had brought with them. Mary, knowing that her hour was 
drawing nigh, urged her holy spouse to go apart and take some rest. 
Joseph, complying with her wishes, retired to a corner of the cavern, 
and being immersed in prayer, the Holy Spirit came upon him with the 
plenitude of His power, and in the light of an ecstatic vision St. Joseph 
beheld the wonders which took place within the grotto. 

The Blessed Virgin, too, was wrapt in ecstasy, and exalted high 
above all created things. In profound humility she begged God for 
light and grace that she might know how to treat and serve and pay 
homage to the Word-made-Flesh. Rays of light emanated from her 
countenance, which wore a most majestic aspect. She knelt, with eyes 
raised to heaven, her hands joined before her bosom, wholly absorbed 
in God; and in this attitude, when the hour of midnight had struck, 
she gave to the world the only-begotten Son of the Father, who was 
her own Son, too, — Our Savior Jesus Christ, true God and true man. 
Jesus came forth from His virginal cloister even as the rays of the sun 
penetrate without impairing the crystal glass. He came forth, leaving 
His Mother’s pure virginity not only inviolate and unimpaired, but 
more resplendent than before. The Divine Wisdom decreed that the 
glory of the most holy Soul of the Infant God should be communicated 
to His Body, and thus the Savior was glorified upon His entrance into 
the world, even as He was transfigured in the presence of His three 
Apostles in later years on Mount Thabor. 

St. Michael and St. Gabriel, who stood at a short distance from Our 
Lady, received the heavenly Babe into their arms with incomparable 
reverence and exhibited Him to His Mother’s enraptured gaze. The 
Son and the Mother looked at each other — His Heart filled with 
unutterable love for her, and she elevated and transformed into Him — 
while sweet colloquies passed between them, such as no words can 
describe. After a brief interval, the Divine Infant assumed the natural 
state of a new-born child; and Mary, profoundly adoring Him, received 
Him into her arms, offered herself to Him as His handmaid, and then 
presented Him to the Eternal Father for the salvation of men. Then, 
pressing her most pure lips to those of the Divine Child, she received 
the loving embrace of her Son and her God. 

The Blessed Mother now called St. Joseph, who in his turn adored 
the Divine Babe with profound humility and burning tears, kissing the 
feet of the Infant Savior with such ravishing joy and admiration that 
he would have died of love had not Divine power sustained him. With 
unspeakable reverence Mary now wrapped the Babe in the swaddling 
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clothes she had prepared for Him, and tenderly laid Him in the manger. 
(Thus far we draw upon the revelations of Mary of Agreda.) 


Reflections at the Crib 


Let us, too, approach the little crib, and with the eyes of faith 
reverently contemplate the Divine Babe. What sublime mysteries are 
here revealed to our soul! The Son of God, whom the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain, is laid in a crude manger! This Babe, though 
weak and helpless, is the Omnipotent One by whom all things were 
made. His tiny hands, so delicate and frail, sustain the universe and 
guide the planets in their dizzying course. He is but a few hours 
old, yet He is the Eternal God, the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. Mankind whom He came to save is indifferent to His 
out the heavens and the earth proclaim His glory, and count- 


presence 
less al sels minister to Him. — O great God! Is this Thine only- 
begotten Son? Is this the Expectation of Nations foretold by the 


prophets? Is this the King of Glory, the Prince of Peace? Ah, in 
what lowly guise has He chosen to enter the world! 

The Savior of the world was born amid poverty, suffering and 
humiliations in order to confound the pride and avarice of men. He 
wished thereby to show that He came, not to establish a glorious earthly 
kingdom nor to enrich mankind with temporal gifts, but to establish 
an everlasting kingdom and to lavish upon men the treasures of heaven. 
He came not amid thunders and lightnings as on Mount Sinai, but 
gently, as the dew of heaven, in the lovableness of infancy. He came 
not in the splendor and pomp of a temporal prince, but in the swaddling 
clothes of a poor child, in the squalid poverty of a stable. Though 
infinitely rich, He became poor that He might make us partakers of 
His heavenly riches. Though eternal, He was born in time that He 
might give us a share in the eternity of His happiness. He but touched 
the earth, and fountains of living waters sprang up and overflowed 
the world, cleansing and regenerating it. At the approach of this Sun 
of Justice the dark clouds of ignorance were dissipated, and man 
walked abroad in the dignity of a new manhood — redeemed, regen- 
erated and liberated from the slavery of sin. 

Yes, this little Child is He of whom the Prophet Isaias foretold: 
“A Child is born to us and a Son is given to us, and the government 
is upon His shoulder; and His Name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, God, the Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the 
Prince of Peace’’ (ix. 6). Infinite peace, infinite joy and infinite light 
stream forth from the manger over the earth; infinite honor and glory 
rise up thence to heaven to the throne of the Triune God. 

Incomprehensible and unbounded must have been the complacency 
of the Most Holy Trinity in the new-born Savior. We can picture the 
three Divine Persons bending joyfully and graciously over the manger; 
the Father seeming to Himself more a father, and in another manner, 
by the temporal birth of His Son; the Word experiencing a sweet joy 
in being now, by His holy humanity, a part of His visible creation; 
and the Holy Ghost, the exultant love of the Father and the Son, giving 
full expression to His uncreated joy. The angel world assembled in 
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shining hosts and sang in the midnight sky, in surging, glorious melo- 
dies, the song of praise: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men of good will” (Luke ii. 14) — a song which was at once 
a canticle of praise of God, an adoration of the new-born Savior, and 
a loving congratulation of man, for whom had dawned the day of 


redemption and eternal salvation. 


The Adoration of the Shepherds 


No sooner had the Savior appeared upon earth than His loving 
Heart urged Him to manifest Himself to men. And who, might we 
suppose, would be the privileged recipients of this first manifestation? 
Would it be the rich, the powerful and the learned ones of earth? Ah, 
truly incomprehensible are the ways of God! Not to the mighty rulers, 
the rich princes or the learned philosophers of earth were the glad 
tidings of Redemption announced, but to simple, humble and holy 
shepherds, whose virtues were more pleasing in the sight of God than 
all the might and learning of the world. 

While the glorious mystery of the Nativity was being accomplished 
in the stable of Bethlehem, some poor shepherds were keeping their 
night watches on the near-by plains. Suddenly, in the midst of the 
darkness, a great light flashed upon them, illuminating all the heavens 
with its splendor. ‘‘And behold,” says the evangelist, ‘“‘an angel of the 
Lord stood by them... and they feared with a great fear. And the 
angel said to them: Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, that shall be to all the people; for, this day is born to 
you a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord, in the city of David. And this 
shall be a sign unto you: You shall find the Infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, and laid in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly army, praising God, and saying: Glory 
to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of good will” 
(Luke ii. 8-14). 

As the promise of a Redeemer had been confided to the chosen 
people of God, so now it was fitting that the chosen people should be 
the first to be called to know and adore the new-born Messiah. Accord- 
ingly, Jesus manifested Himself first to the Jews, in the person of the 
shepherds, and later to the Gentiles, in the person of the holy kings. 

The Archangel Gabriel, the privileged messenger of the incarna- 
tion, was the glorious angel who announced the glad tidings to the 
shepherds and appeared at the head of the angelic hosts. This we 
may believe on the word of the fathers and doctors of Holy Church, 
who are also of the opinion that this glorious angel exercised the 
office of special guardian of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The refulgent 
light which dazzled the eyes of the shepherds doubtless lighted up the 
entire neighborhood, and shone also upon the city of David. But 
Bethlehem was wrapped in sleep — a symbol of the gross darkness 
in which the world was plunged — and no one gave heed to that 
heavenly portent save those few poor shepherds on the hillside. 

The devout soul pondering this mystery sees also a special signifi- 
cance in the calling of the shepherds to be the first adorers of the 
Savior: Jesus, the supreme Shepherd of souls, wished to show that He 
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came to call new pastors, who were to feed His new flock, the children 
of the Church; and that He, the Lamb of God, was the true sacrificial 
lamb offered as a victim for the sins of the world. 

When the angels had departed, the shepherds went with haste to 
the grotto, where, as we learn from St. Luke, “‘they found Mary and 
Joseph, and the Infant lying in the manger, and seeing, they understood 
of the word that had been spoken to them concerning this Child’’ 
(ii. 16, 17). They saw, and they adored with undoubting faith, for 
it is to the simple and the childlike that the Lord unveils the mysteries 
of His kingdom. Surely they were received by Mary and Joseph with 
great friendliness, and admitted to behold, adore, and even caress the 
Divine Child. Happy shepherds! How their hearts must have melted 
and throbbed with bliss, and their eyes overflowed with tears of conso- 
lation! What Abraham and David had longed to see, they now beheld 
in all its beautiful reality and truth. No wonder that they returned 
“glorifying and praising God, for all the things they had heard and 
seen” (Luke ii. 20). 

We cannot suppose that this was the only visit which the shepherds 
paid to the stable in the rock, or the only time they had the happiness 
of adoring the Divine Babe. Very likely they returned again and 
again during the time the Holy Family tarried there, and brought little 
offerings out of their scanty means. Holy Scripture gives no further 
word concerning them, but their memory has become blessed and dear 
to all Christians, and we may well believe that they are now numbered 
among God’s saints. To be continued 


Sep 
The Father of the Faithful 


N May 4th, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, we honor this glorious 
saint as the Patron of the Universal Church. This dignity, it 
has been said, was the natural outgrowth of St. Joseph’s position 

as head of the Holy Family. At the same time that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and her Divine Son Jesus were committed to St. Joseph’s care, 
he became also the patron and the vicar of the whole Catholic Church. 

The Church took its beginning from Jesus Christ, who was its 
Divine Founder. The first to form part of that Church was Mary; the 
second, Joseph. As Joseph was the protector of Jesus and Mary, so 
also was he the protector of the infant Church. And if he filled this 
office toward the Church at its birth, he did not cease to exercise it 
after the Church had grown, like the proverbial mustard seed, and had 
spread throughout the world; nor will he cease so long as the Church 
continues to exist upon earth. 

With greater reason, therefore, than Abraham, may St. Joseph be 
called the ‘‘Father of the Faithful.’’ Let us honor this beloved Father 
on his feast day by the many means which the Church places at our 
disposal, and give joy to his paternal heart day after day by living as 
his faithful children and having recourse to him with childlike trust 


in all our needs. 
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Guards of Honor of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary 


S QUEEN of heaven and earth, it is fitting that Mary, 
the Mother of God, should be attended by a Guard 
of Honor, to give due recognition to her exalted dignity. 
In heaven, this Guard of Honor is formed by the angels 
and saints, who in admiration surround her throne and 
render her their loving homage of praise. On earth, 
too, this august Queen has her faithful Guard, composed 
of souls burning with holy ardor, who gather round her 

and offer to her maternal Heart their glowing tribute of love. 

The desire to honor Mary by a continuous homage of love gave 
vise to the formation, in 1932, of an association called the Guards of 
Honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Mary. Though established so 
recently, this association already numbers thousands of members, of 
every walk of life, and is spread throughout many countries of the 
world. Recognizing the importance of this Guard, His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XI, on August 12, 1933, appointed His Eminence, Cardinal Pacelli, 
as its Protector. But even at a much earlier date (August 7, 1931) he 
gave formal evidence of his approval by extending to the members of 
the association precious spiritual favors in the form of indulgences. 

The Guard of Honor is not, however, a new devotion, but rather 
a “summing up” of all devotions to the Blessed Mother of God. Its 
members are urged to practice a tender and childlike devotion to Mary, 
to enthrone her as Queen of their hearts, and to strive constantly to 
make her known and loved. The motto for the members is: “O Mary, 
lead us to Jesus and make us one with Him.” The practice to which 
they devote themselves in particular is simply this: to choose a certain 
hour of the day or night, during which they will daily keep guard in 
spirit in honor of Mary, and without interrupting their ordinary occu- 
pations, frequently salute Mary, and offer acts of praise and love to 
promote her honor and to make expiation for the injuries offered to her. 

We cannot better portray the purpose and the spirit of this associ- 
ation than by quoting a few passages from the little handbook of its 
members, from which its solid piety and praiseworthy character will 
readily appear. 

“The purpose of the Guard of Honor of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Mary is to render honor to Mary and to increase that honor, to her 
great joy, by working zealously in union with her as our model for 
the salvation of souls. 

“For all the insults done to the honor of Mary, the Guards of 
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Honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Mary will make expiation and 
reparation. They will do this by offering willingly their daily crosses 
through her, by practicing self-denial in every way, and by placing 
all their love at her disposal. Likewise, on behalf of all those souls 
who do not love her and do not honor her as their mother, the Guards 
of Honor shall often offer to her the love and honor shown to her 
by Jesus Himself during His earthly life. They shall manifest all 
the more fervently their love and fidelity to her, and again and again 
offer their hearts to her anew. To make expiation and reparation for 
so many who do not recite the Angelus, the Guards of Honor shall 
never omit to recite daily that most efficacious prayer, and before every 
festival-day in honor of Mary, whether still publicly recognized or 
not, they shall prepare themselves by the frequent use of ejaculatory 
prayers, to make expiation and reparation for all who do not honor 
these festival days, on which, as also on every Saturday, if circum- 
stances permit, they shall hear Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. 

“The Guards of Honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Mary are 
recommended to worship the Holy Ghost and often to invoke His 
assistance. . . 

“The Guards of Honor shall endeavor to show forth in their own 
lives the virtues of the life of Mary, and in all the circumstances of 
daily life they shall say as Mary did: ‘Fiat voluntas tua — Thy will 
be done,’ and shall make this the guiding principle of all their conduct. 

“For the Guards of Honor it should be a most pleasing duty, often 
to give joy to Mary by receiving Jesus with sentiments of fervent love 
and longing in Holy Communion. By doing this they will, like Mary, 
long for Jesus with holy yearning, and often during the day they will 
receive Him in Spiritual Communion. Let them do this always in 
Mary and with Mary, while saying the following prayer: ‘In and with 
Mary, we believe in Thee, O Jesus, we hope in Thee, and we love 
Thee above all things. Oh, deign to come and dwell in our hearts, 
that they may be filled with greater love for Thee and for Thy 
Virgin-Mother.’ ” 

NOTE: Persons wishing to be enrolled as members of the Guard of 
Honor are referred to the address given below. An alms of 


40¢ is required, to cover the cost of the handbook — “‘Little 
Manual for the Members of the Association of the Guard of Honor of 
the Most Sacred Heart of Mary,’’ — membership certificate, and en- 


rollment. (Available both in English and in German.) Three member- 
ships with handbooks for $1.00. Kindly state hour chosen for Guard 
of Honor. 

Rev. Irenaeus, O.F.M., Assistant Director 
135 West 31st St., New York, N. Y. 











i 
| 
| 
| 
j 
i 
i 
j 
i 
i 
| 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 27 


In Mary’s Keeping 


N A little mining village hidden away at the base of the 
Rockies in Wyoming lived an old soldier, who, though 
he had resigned from active service in the army, retained 
a remarkable vigor in spite of his sixty odd years. 
Since early youth his had been a gay, careless life, lived 
far away from God and any practice of religion, with 
no family ties to lend seriousness of purpose thereto. 
Naturally light-hearted and care-free, the unsettled life 
of the army had satisfied the wandering instincts of 
young John Carey, and he seemed to have no other desire in life than 
to live it to its fullest in pleasures and amusements. Then, at the age 

of fifty years, he had, to the surprise of all his companions, settled down 

in a little vine-covered cottage on the outskirts of the village of N. 
amid the ever-changing beauty of the mountains, content to live in 
meager comfort on the small savings he had managed to accumulate 
and the sums he earned from time to time in brief spells of labor when 
and where he could find it. During the fifteen years he had lived 
in N., none of the inhabitants had ever seen him in the church or 
heard him make any reference to religion, so that he was generally 
looked upon as a confirmed unbeliever. Even the parish priest, who 
had often stopped for short visits with the old soldier, was utterly 
unaware that he had ever known the happiness which comes of a life 
well spent in the service of God. 


Grace Knocks at His Heart 

What was the good priest’s surprise, therefore, when he stopped 
one day at the cottage of old John —as the soldier was commonly 
known — to be greeted by these words: “Tell me, Father; could you 
let me go to confession some time soon, perhaps even today?” 

“What, John, you go to confession!” the priest exclaimed, scarcely 
able to believe his ears. ‘‘What do you know about confession?” Then, 
thinking that his friend was trying to make a practical joke of the 
matter, he added: ‘“‘Are you not afraid that some dreadful thing might 
happen to you there?” “No, Father,” old John continued, “‘you do 
not know that I was once a Catholic and went to confession regularly.” 

“Well, certainly, then, if you wish you may come this evening at 
seven o’clock. But tell me, what is it that makes you want to go to 
confession again, after so many years? It can hardly be fear of death, 
for you look as well and hearty as ever I saw you look.” 

“Father, I was never better in my life,” replied the old man. “For 
the past fortnight, I have been feeling unusually well. But something 
has taken hold of me; a vague feeling of uneasiness which I can’t 
explain. For several days I have been telling myself that the next 
time I saw you I would ask to go to confession.” 

“But after you go to confession, what then?” queried the priest, 
“do you intend to lead a good Christian life to the end of your days?” 

“Yes, Father, that is my intention. They say that the habits of 
youth return to us in old age, and I must say I have felt a longing for 
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the peace I used to know as a very young boy after my usual monthly 
confession and Communion. But that is many, many years ago, and 
I have forgotten all about the way to act in confession, so you will 
have to help me, Father. Why, I don’t even remember any prayers.” 


“No prayers, John? — not even the ‘Our Father’?” “I have 
forgotten it.” ‘‘Well, what about the ‘Hail Mary’?” “I have forgotten 
that, too.” “But, surely, John, you must have said some prayers now 


and then to have received the grace of wishing to go to confession 
again.” 


His One Prayer and its Reward 


“No, I have never said any prayers, because as I told you, I do 
not know any, and in my youth I had no desire to pray. But there 
are a couple of little verses my mother taught me when I was still 
very young. Often at night when I am in bed they come to my mind, 
and sometimes I have fallen asleep murmuring them to myself.”’ 

“What are they, John? Would you say them for me now?” 

The old man began without any trace of self-consciousness to 
repeat: — 


I put my trust forever, And when death's hand shall touch me,. 
O Mary, pure, in thee; Thy pity I implore: 

Then show thyself a mother, Oh, lead me, dearest Mother, 
And daily succor me. To God, forevermore! 


“My dear friend, don’t you know,” the priest said after Johm 
had finished, “that though you have been entirely unconscious of it, 
the Blessed Mother of God, whom no one ever invoked in vain, has. 
always had you in her keeping? Certainly you have great reason to 
thank her. Come to me this evening; it won’t take long to restore to 
your memory the ‘Our Father’ and the ‘Hail Mary’ and an act of 
contrition.” 

As the priest walked homeward from old John’s cottage, he could. 
not overcome the feeling that the hand of death was about to touch 
his friend. Yet John came to him that evening in apparently as good. 
health as ever. The joy which he manifested after his confession was. 
touching, and he looked forward to the morning when he might again 
receive his God in Holy Communion. The early morning Mass found 
old John sitting primly in the front pew of the church, deeply absorbed 
in a prayer-book which the priest had given him. Thus once again 
Jesus came into the heart that had long been closed to His visits. And 
the first Communion old John received, after so many years, proved to 
be his last, for at six o’clock in the evening the priest was summoned 
to the cottage where his friend lived, to find him unconscious and 
apparently very near death’s door. Clutched in his one hand was the- 
prayer-book Father S. had given him, and in the other was a rosary. 

At nine o’clock that evening old John died, without having re- 
gained consciousness. Truly the Blessed Virgin had hearkened to the 
one simple prayer this poor old soldier had addressed to her at intervals 
during his careless life, and had shielded him beneath her mantle at 
life’s close, that at least in eternity he might learn to know and love her. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, this lovely month of May brings with 
it the feast of your holy patroness, Our Lady of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, on May 13th. We know you 
are all going to prepare some special gift for her feast 
day, to show her that you truly love her, and that to 
please her, you will always remain her faithful children. 
What gift will you give her? The practice for this 

month suggests a very nice way in which you could spend the whole 

month honoring her, and we hope each Little Lover, each of her 

Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids, will be fervent. During the last 

days of the school year, you are kept very busy, but if you begin your 

practice on the first day of May, by the time the busy days come at 
the end of the month, you will have formed the habit and it will not 


be hard. 


Practice: — For Mary’s month, wouldn’t you like to make and 
keep a little day-book, sometimes called a diary, in honor of your 
Heavenly Mother? She would surely 
be pleased, and we think you would 
like it too. First, to make the little 
book: you may make it just as you 
would like, by taking some paper (if 
you could find blue paper, it would 
be very nice, as that is Our Lady’s 
color), cut the sheets in whatever size 
you wish, then take a little piece of 
ribbon or cord and tie the sheets to- 
gether. On the cover or first page, 
paste a picture of the Blessed Mother 
and decorate it in any way you think 
would be pretty. 

And what will you put inside the 
book? Each day, write the number 
of Hail Marys or ejaculations you 
have said (you may use the aspiration 
for this month, or any others you 
know) also any little acts of charity 
you have performed, any sacrifices in How happy Our Blessed Mother was 
Mary’s honor, Holy Masses and Holy to receive Jesus in Holy Communion 
Communions in her honor. You can from the hands of St. John! 
probably think of many other nice 
things to do to please the dear Blessed Mother, and be sure to write 
in your little book each day what you have done. Then at the end 
of the month, you will be surprised to see all the acts you have been 
able to do to prove your love for Mary. 
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Aspiration: —-Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, pray 
for us. 


Your Contest 


The answers to our contest explaining the picture of St. Joseph 
and the little Child Jesus came in thick and fast; we were delighted 
to see the pains you had taken with your letters, and the good lessons 
you learned from Jesus in the workshop of St. Joseph. We heard from 
a number of new writers this month, which pleased us very much 
indeed. Special mention should be made of the group of altar boys 
from the Sacred Heart parish in Easthampton, Mass. We were very 
happy to receive their letters and are glad that one of the boys receives 
honorable mention this month. You may imagine how it pleased us 
to receive some letters from the blind children in the Catholic School 
for the Blind in New York City. Though these little ones could not 
actually see the picture as the rest of you could, yet their teachers (the 
Dominican Sisters) explained the picture to them, and then they wrote 
their letters. We wish you could see the letters some of them write 
us in characters called the Braille system. Another new group of 
writers came from the Notre Dame Academy, Cleveland, Ohio, and you 
will find one name for honorable mention and one prize-winner among 
them. Some very interesting letters came from St. James Cathedral 
School, Seattle, Washington. From Pennsylvania letters came from a 
group of children who attend public school because they have no Cath- 
olic school in their neighborhood. They receive catechism instruction 
outside of school hours, and sometimes make real sacrifices in order to 
be able to attend. Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. One Sunday, 
some of the children had to walk to church in a steady rain, and the 
walk is over three miles. They walked that distance fasting, so that 
they ‘could receive Holy Communion. Do you think all of us would 
be willing.to do that? Besides the new writers, our former friends 
have all been faithful, and we are always happy to receive their letters, 
for we feel we really know them. 

In the group over twelve years, we could not decide which of two 
letters was the better, so we are awarding two first prizes. After you 
read their letters, we believe you will agree with us that both are 
worthy. A new writer, Coletta McNamara, age 12, of Notre Dame 
Academy, Cleveland, Ohio wrote this one: — 

“A Peep into St. Joseph’s Workshop” represents our Lord helping 
His foster father in the workshop. As Joseph was a carpenter, he 
spent most of his time in his workshop making things for his home and 


for others. He also made things which he sold. I think the thing 
he liked best to do was to make some kind of a toy for Jesus, which 
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he is doing in this picture. The picture shows the Child Jesus helping 
St. Joseph to make a little wagon. He is in the act of holding a wheel 
while St. Joseph smoothes it out so it will ride easily. Jesus has His 
finger through the hole in the wheel, twirling it around while Joseph 
makes it smooth. 

Our Lord sets .a good example for us. He always helped His 
father, as we should do. Jesus also helped His Mother by getting water 
for her. Some children hate to do such little things as dusting or 
running errands, but when we think of our Lord and God doing harder 
tasks, we should do ours with a smile. 


Our dear friend, Lawrence Doran, age 14, of Our Lady of Angels 
Academy, Little Falls, Minnesota, wrote the following letter, which is 
also being awarded first prize: — 

Here I sit in my workshop — my desk — gazing at the picturesque 
scene of Jesus in Joseph’s workshop and I am filled with awe and 
admiration. I do not know which to admire most, the pleasing and 
condescending manner of St. Joseph or the humility and gentle sub- 
mission of the Child Jesus. Both give a sublime example for children 
and for parents; parents to be patient in instructing their children and 
they in turn to be docile and submissive. 

All of God’s creatures must share in His loving kindness. Even 
the little dog feels welcome in the presence of St. Joseph and the Child 
Jesus. What a privilege was St. Joseph’s to be the foster father of 
Jesus, and how He, Jesus, loves to grant us favors and graces through 
the intercession of St. Joseph! We can fully realize the truth of the 
words, “In all your troubles, go to St. Joseph.” 


Honorable mention, in the group over twelve years, goes to the 


following: — 

John Zellineck, — age 14, Bridgeville, Pennsylvania. 

Constance Griffith — age 12, Notre Dame Academy, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Charles Cook — age 13, Our Lady of Angels Academy, Little Falls, 
Minnesota. 

Loretta Miller — age 12, St. Paul, Missouri. 

Delphine Lemmer — age 14, Edgar, Wisconsin. 


In the group under twelve, first prize this month goes to Mary 
R. Brooks, age 8, Notre Dame School, Baltimore, Maryland. Here is 


her letter: — 

“The wheel has fallen off Jesus’ wagon, so He knows where to _go 
to get it fixed. His little dog came too. St. Joseph is listening to Jesus’ 
little troubles and will fix the wagon. This picture tells us to go to 
Joseph and tell him our little troubles. St. Joseph will fix everything 
for us too. St. Joseph is the patron of a happy death.”’ 


Honorable mention, in the group under twelve years, goes to the 


following: — 
Andrew Wiernasz — age 10, Easthampton, Mass. (Sacred Heart parish) 
Jeanne Bond — age 10, Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland. 
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Bobby Hobjanetz — age 10, Bridgeville, Pennsylvania. 
Rita Mae Krull — age 9, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Carmen Colonge — age 11, St. Mary’s Academy, Colon, Republic of 


Panama. 
Bernard Sullivan — age 10, St. James School, Seattle, Washington. 


The subject for your next contest is: Explain the sacrament which 
Jesus gave us when He said to the apostles: “Whose sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them...” The prize will be a lovely 
Miraculous Medal of the Blessed Virgin, and we know you would all 


like to have that. 
oho 


Explanation of Our Cover Design 


the Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Church honors her under various titles 

on feasts occurring during the month. One of the most beautiful of 
these is the feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, on May 13th. 
It is under this title, so dear to Eucharistic adorers, that our cover design for 
May portrays our Blessed Mother. 

Truly, there are intimate ties between the Blessed Virgin and the Blessed 
Sacrament. If Mary had not spoken her “Fiat,’” which caused the Son of God 
to become incarnate, there would be no Holy Eucharist today. Before Jesus 
could be born upon our altars, He had to be born of Mary. Mary’s virginal 
bosom was His first tabernacle; her lap, His first throne. We believe that the 
Adorable Body of Our Lord, really present in the Blessed Sacrament, is the 
same Body that was formed of the most pure blood of Mary. For this reason 
St. Augustine says: “The Flesh of Jesus is the flesh of Mary, and the Savior 
gives us the flesh of Mary as the Food of our salvation.” 

This thought is expressed in the inscription beneath the picture, taken from 
a beautiful hymn to the Blessed Sacrament: “Ave verum Corpus natum de 
Maria Virgine — Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary!” 

Mary taught us by her example, after Our Lord's ascension, how to assist 
at the Holy Sacrifice, to communicate fervently, and to visit the Most Blessed 
Sacrament frequently and piously. As she gave the Holy Eucharist to the 
world, so now she would lead the world back to Christ through the Eucharist. 
May we all obtain the grace of a true Eucharistic love from Our Lady of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament! 


N OT content with setting aside the entire month of May to the honor of 


bo poe 
Contents — May, 1938 


Thanksgiving for Mary—In His Footsteps— Mary, Mother of 
Mankind — In the School of Merciful Love — One of God’s Joy-Bearers 
— A Catholic Celebration in a Catholic Land— The Holy Father’s 
Mission Intention — Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — The 
Father of the Faithful— Guards of Honor of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary—In Mary’s Keeping — Little Lovers’ League. 











For Mary's Month 


Beautiful Onyx Plaques — with silver 
oxidized medallions of the Sacred Heart or 
of the Blessed Virgin mounted on genuine 
Algerian onyx background with easel to 
stand. 11%4 x 2% in. 65¢ each. 


A Handsome Sacred Heart Shield — of French gray metal, ap- 
proximately 4 inches in size. A bust figure of Our Lord, with rays 
surrounding His Sacred Heart in relief, surrounded by the words: 
“I will bless every place where a picture of My Heart shall be exposed 
and honored.” Suitable for attaching to the wall or door frame. 


25¢ each. 





ROSARIES 


(When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with 
the Bridgettine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences.) 


Diamond shaped polished cocoa beads — mounted on square 
linked unbreakable white metal chain, scapular medal con- 








nection; 17 in. in length with 1% in. Crucifix .................... $0.70 
Black oval beads on white metal chain; nickel-bound Cross ........ .50 
Rosaries for children — small black cocoa beads on white metal 

REL IIe SY IE EES ae ES -40 

White or colored beads ... -25 


Brown or black cocoa beads on steel chain, nickel-bound cross .25 


Special. Hand-made Rosaries; Strong and Durable 

Imitation of precious stone beads on sterling silver chain; colors: 
white, blue, pink or green ...............-- $2.00 

Maroon or black cocoa beads on German silver chain, nickel- 








WOU OFOOR cai. 2 1.00 
Imitation stone beads in colors on German silver chain; 17 in. 
colors: amber, amethyst, crystal, blue, green, red ................ 90 


PRAYER-BOOKS 


' The Golden Book — a complete prayer-book devoted to the Blessed 


Virgin in the spirit of Bl. de Montfort; size 3% x5%4 in. Morocco 
binding, red edge, $1.25; gilt edge, $1.75. 

Golden Links — a complete manual of prayers; size 2%x4% in. 
347 pages; small print; cloth binding, 50¢ each; leather binding, 
80¢ each. 

Joy in God — a handy vest pocket manual especially suitable for men. 
Handbound; black binding, gilt edge; small print, 90¢ each. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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f RAYS } 
of Catholic Truth 


NEW 10¢ BOOKLET 


just off the press! 





OU will like this pamphlet, and 
after you have read it you 
will realize that you have been 

benefited by it. It contains much in 
little, told in clear and very simple 
style. 

RAYS OF CATHOLIC TRUTH 
gives a brief explanation of some 
primary truths of the Catholic religion 
— redemption, grace, the holy priest- 
hood, and the Sacrifice of the Mass. 
Of the many booklets on each of these 
subjects THIS ONE IS UNIQUE in 
that it has condensed a vast amount 
information into a little space, in a way 
that makes most pleasant as well as 
most profitable reading. This booklet should be in every 
Catholic home. Excellent also for converts. 


WRITE TODAY for your copy 


It will delight as well as enlighten you! 
64 pages — 10¢ each. 





An Excellent Child’s Prayer-Book 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is the IDEAL PRAYER- 


BOOK for children of all ages. It contains Mass devotions, confession 
and Communion prayers, the Stations, litanies, prayers for visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament all a child could desire, with 28 appealing 
pictures. Ideal for a First Communion gift for either boys or girls. 


PRICES: — 
Black pin American seal or white imitation leather, red-under-gold edges, 75 cents. 
Black, white, blue or rose stiff cloth, 50 cents. Flexible cloth, 30 cents. 


Please state kind and color desired. 


Reduction for quantities — Carriage extra on all orders. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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